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REVITALIZING APPALACHIA, VA

     Located in the historic mining town of Appalachia, VA, Breaker 
Station acts as a cornerstone in the masterplan to revitalize the 
demolished lots left by urban decay in the city’s center. The new 
Community Garden, Daycare Park, and Amphitheater knit Main 
Street back together while providing cultural, social, and nutritional 
infrastructure for the community. The site of the previous fire 
station, which falls within the river’s flood zone, is transformed into 
a Plaza for community fundraisers and events, backdropped by 
Appalachia’s historic Town Hall building. Railroad Drive, the town’s 
original main street, is reactivated as a pedestrian and bike pathway, 
leading towards Breaker Station at the entrance of town. This new 
fire station provides civic opportunities and employment to help 
retrain the current youth population and attract new community 
members to the area. 
     Appalachia has gone through cycles of development and erosion 
throughout its long history. Yet there is a strong theme of resilience 

and regrowth in the community. Breaker Station takes inspiration 
from the urban fabric to pay homage to this history and represent 
the next stage of growth for the town. The revealed party walls 
in the demolished lots along Main Street are repeated as double 
wythe CMU walls within Breaker Station, dividing the building into 
its programming sectors. These walls fold at the angle of the site, 
creating slot windows that provide glimpses into the apparatus bay. 
The building has its own “empty” lot between the Community Tower 
and the rest of the station. This public courtyard frames the historic 
City Hall behind it, so the station honors its original site and the 
town’s historic roots. The red truss bridge, inspired by the railroad 
bridges found around Appalachia, connects through the entire 
station and creates viewing platforms out towards the mountains 
and back towards town. Breaker Station is not a break from the past, 
but a break from the stigmatization, and a step towards revitalizing 
this resilient town. 
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